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Thursday, October 20, 1977

Blitzing The Terrorists

The successful rescue of B4 passen-
gers and crewmen on a hjacked Lul-
thapsa airhine in Somaha has given
West Germans a much-needed morale
lilt as well as a new lease on ife to the
beleagured government of Chancellor
Helmut Schmidt.

The mews also made decent people
evervwhere {eel pretty good

The rescue goes a long way toward
redeerming the tragedy of the 1972
Olympacs 1n Munich, when a similar at-
tempt to free mne Kidnaped lsraeh ath-
letes resulted wn the death of all of
them

The specially trained commando
team that carried out the daring rescue
rmussion i Somal:a was. in fact, created
because of the 1972 bungle.

This was the hirst ume it had gone
into actwon to do what it had been tramn-
ed 1o do—to perform a quick, precise
surgical operatwon, shong out enly the
diseased ussue and nothing &lse.

* % *

Gladness at the outcome must be
tempered by the senseless death of the

lot of the mrliner. whe was executed

the terronsts

Jurgen Schumann was a brave man
who apparently helped make the rescue
possible by s'ilppml oul information
about the number of hijackers and thewr
weapons dunng a radio conversation.

But for the Ume being. West Ger-
mans know something of the joy and
ride felt by Israchs after the spectacu-

Entebbe rescue last year

There are also several fewer terror-
ists 10 the world, including three of 11
in West German prisons whose release
the hijackers had demanded.

The three reportedly committed sui-
cide when nmm they were not
gong 1o be re . Among them was
Andreas Baader, co-founder of the no-
torious Baader-Meinhof gang that
launched the terrorist movement in
West Germany In 1970

It was the only worthwhile thing the
three ever did.

* * *

It would be wonderful to think that
a fatal blow had been dealt to terror-
ism. But I:IIE;E are other l.;rmnsu
roaming around. including s1x Japaneése
skyjackers whose demands the Japa-
nese governmént acceded to only days
belore the Lufthansa huacking

Until airport security everywhere is
§0 tight that no terromsts can walk
aboard a plané—and untl the civilized
countries omite to boveolt those like
Algena which give haven (o terrorists
—Ihe world's ordeal with this peculiar
madness of the 20th ceatury wll
continue,



