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By BOB HOYER
Mediterranean Bureau

NAPLES (S&S) — Fiye'Bible-
carrying enlisted Marines were
found guilty of willfully dis-
obeying the orders of their com-
manding., officer a t .a special
court- nartial here Tuesday.

At the same time they were
acquitted of the more serious
charge of mutiny resulting from
a row June 10 6ver~the standing
of watches.

During the day-long trial the
"larines steadfastly contended
that they took their stand
a g a i n t t carrying out their
duties because of religious con-
victions.

In testimony it was pointed
out the defendants — all neatly
barbened lance corporals as-
signed to the 95-man Marine
barracks here — were regular
visitors a', the Christian Center,
a church-sponsored facility for
U.S. servicemen, in downtown
Naples.

Sentences Listed
Sentenced to terms of two to

four months' confinement in the
Navy brig at Rota, Spain, re-
duced in grade to El and or-
dered to forfeit all pay during
confinement were Rodney S.
Mueller, 22, and Sixto R. Mo-
lina, Terry L. Hartley, Michael
R. Joens and Michael D. Jones,
all 20.

In addition to the charge of
willfully disobeying an officer,
Mueller and Joens pleaded guil-

Marines Sentenced to Brig Ellis Calls
Red Buildup
'Alarming'

ty to failure to report to an ap-
pointed duty station. The re-
maining three defendants were
acquitted of the same1 charge.

M u e l l e r and Joens drew
sentences of four months, Hart-
ley was given three months and
Jones and Molina two months.
The military Judge, Cmdr.
L. M. Farrell recommended
suspension of all confinement in
excess of two months.

12 Witnesses
Details of the June 10 bar-

racks showdown between the
defendants and their military
superiors unfolded during the
testimony of eight government
and four defense witnesses.

Reportedly incensed because
a religious sticker had been re-
moved from the private proper-
ty of one of the defendants,
Joens got into an argument
with Cpl. Harold E. Decker, de-
scribed as a fellow Christian.
Also drawn into the argument,
it was testified, was Mueller,
who was ready to go on duty.
Mueller took off his guard belt
and said he would refuse to
stand his watch to prove his be-
lief in Jesus.

Joens then took similar action
and ran to the Naval Support
Activity guard post, where he
reported his decision to Hart-
ley, who called by telephone to
ask that he ^e relieved.

Jones and Molina then fol-
iowed with similar refusals.

Both Mueller and Joens, the
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only two men to testify in their
owfitettAtr, said they may have
been wrdng in turning down an
Order but contended7 they took
the fcetipft in line with religious
beliefs. V-- ; • . " , : ; . . : . --: • • • •:•••

Both profesjsed a love of coun-
try -4tnd theij admitted they had
been wrong in acting as they
di&. v " :.. • '••:• ;,

The Rev. JesW Miller, 52, the
'ordained Baptist minister w h o
directs the Christian Center,
said -in- testimony for the de-
fense that the five men were
devout: followers of Christ, but
that they had been wrong in re-
fusing to carry out military
orders.

Before sentencing, the de-
fendants individually took the
stand to make unsworn state-
ments relating to their religious
beliefs and their subsequent be-
havior on "JUttelfr andJune 12.
, "None Of the phristians on de-

fense .Tiere 'used God as a
crutch. We're here because we
made a stand for''Jesus;'" Hart-
ley said; • • ' • ••

''•'Souls'Saved'
"Our .souls are saved. Our

mission is to help others, be-
cause one day we're all going to
be facing a JMdge, bigger than
any judge on earth. As for
man's laws I did do something
out of ,the ordinary and I'm
sorry for this. But I cannot
stand to see God, trod on.

"I was at the point where I
was put -against the wall," Mo-
linai said. "1 stffl feel strong
'about the Marine Corps. But I
am disappointed in the testi-
mony df some of the people
here today;
. ."affyself. and the Christians
here have studied quite a bit,"
Jones saidv "We kept our faith.
I h.aye no doubt that Jesus will
cbine soon. I feel it is my obli-
gation to go elsewhere and to
spread the word.

"Before I turned to Jesus 1
•y.dn't have any hope in life. I
even thought of doing away
with myself j" Jones said.

'Real Concern'
. "But now I have found the
Lord and my real concern is for
America. I think of Sodom and
Gomorrah and their perverted
sex. God did away with these
cities. I worry because the
United States has turned its
eyes away- from .the Lord; I
may not be able to helplestofe
my country, but I may be able
to help some people.

"I haven't lost faith in the
Lord. He "works in strange
ways. But I'm willing to take
.the punishment because I con-
sider -what I did to be wrong,"
Muellv said.

It was pointed out during
proceedings that all five Ma-
rines epl'sted in the service and
that Mueller and Hartley are
veterans of the Vietnam War.

5 Bomb Pranksters
Arrested in Frankfurt

FRANKFURT (AP) — West
G e r m a n police seized five
pranksters Wednesday who ha-
rassed authorities in Frankfurt
with their bomb threats.

A spokesman said three men
were taken into custody when
they made their threats from
city emergency call boxes. One
of them later admitted he spent
about 3ft marks (almost $10) for
such calls from public phone
booths.

Another two were caught with
the aid of a special phone
switch police installed to fight
the recent flood of anonymous
calls. "Here is the Baader-
Meinhof group — a bomb will
go up today," the spokesman
quoted one of the suspects as
saying before he was taken into
custody.

Hs was referring to the gang
of that name accused of several

Wednesday's Dow Jones
N E W Y O R K (AP)—Dow

Jones closing range of averages
Wednesday:

Close
30 Industrials 951.61
20 Transportation 245.03
15 Utilities 105.32
65 Stock* 316:65

Change
+ 3.39
—1.02
+0.19
+ O.I5

bombing attacks, bank rob-
beries, shootouts and other
criminal acts.

Telephone technicians traced
the call to a restaurant in the
central station area. Police said
they found a 23-year-old aux-
iliary waiter and a 21-year-old
jobless person in the restaurant
whose voices matched that of
the recorded threat.

Police said both men were
under the influence of liquor
when they were arrested.

Soviet Police Arrest
Dissident Leader

M O S C O W (UPI) — Soviet
secret police Wednesday ar-
rested historian Pyotr I. Yakir,
a leader of Moscow's tiny dis-
sident p6litical community, arid
searched his apartment, his
friends said.

Yakir, 49-year-old son of a
general executed under" Stalin's
regime; was arrested for "anti-
constitutional activity which he
had systematically carried on
for several years," S o v i e t
sources said.

By BOB HOYER
Mediterranean Bureau Chief
NAPLES (S&S) — The War-

saw Pact continues to "build
and grow at an alarming rate"
in NATO's southern region, Air
Force Lt. Gen. Richard S. Ellis
warned Wednesday as he took
command of Allied Air Forces
in Southern Europe.

Speaking at colorful change-
of-command ceremonies which
marked the 20th anniversary of
AIRSOUTH, Ellis called the
southern region one of the most
important in the alliance.

"I look forward to my new
role as a challenge," Ellis said.
The general reported to AIR-
SOUTH from the 6th Allied Tac-
ticaT Air Force in Izmir Tur-
key

In ending nearly four years of
duty in Naples, departing AIR-
SOUTH commander Lt. Gen.
Fred M. Dean pointed to the
continuing need to improve both
the quality and quantity of the
air forces in the southern re-
gion.

Dean praised the Italian,
Turkish and Greek air forces
for their contributions to the de-
fense of the region.

Policy Shif *
The Supreme Allied Com-

mander in Europe, Gen. An-
drew J. Goodpaster, pointed to
the continued deterrent role
played by AIRSOUTH.

Adm. Richard G. Colbert,
commander-in-chief, Allied
Forces Southern Europe, said
the contributions of AIRSOUTH
in the past two decades is "an
eloquent example of balanced
NATO forces in action."

Gen. Vincenzo Lucertini, Ital-
ian air force chief of staff,
praised Dean for his contribu-
tions to the command.

Rhein-Main Flood
Causes Damage

RHEIN-MAIN AB, Germany
(S&S) — Isolated flooding in
this base's Gateway Gardens
housing area has caused more
than $10,000 damage, according
to an Air Force spokesman.

The flooding, caused by un-
usually heavy rain F r i d a y ,
filled the basement of the hous-
ing area's theater knocking out
an electric substation that sup-
plies power to an a d j a c e n t
small shopping complex. Stores
in the complex are expected to
reopen soon, but it is not
known how long the theater
will remain closed. The cost of
repairing the power plant may
run as high as $25,000.

Flooding also damaged some
b a s e m e n t apartments and
household goods stored in build-
ings in the housing area, the
spokesman added.

Hanoi Assails Kissinger Trip
PARIS. (UPI) — A H a n o i

peace delegation spokesman
said Wednesday that presiden-
tial adviser Henry A. Kissin-
ger's current visit in Peking is
aimed at cutting off North Viet-
nam from her allies.

"The Nixon administration
should hold direct negotiations
with the representatives of the
Vietnamese people," spokes-
man Nguyen -Thanh Le said in
calling once again for the
United States and South Viet-
nam to return to the suspended
Vietnam peace talks.

The United States broke off

the Paris talks May 4 because
it said that neither Hanoi nor
the Viet Cong showed any will-
ingness to negotiate the issues
seriously.

"We demand the resumption
of the talks," Le said, but U.S.

Two Trains Collide in Spain
GIJON, Spain (UPI) — Two

trains collided head-on Tuesday
in a tunnel three miles west of
Gijon killing one person and in-
juring 24, the n e w s agency
Europa Press reported.

delegation officials said they
had received no specific re-
quest from the Communists for
a meeting Thursday.

Communist demands for a
unilateral, unconditional U.S.
troop withdrawal and over-
throw of South Vietnamese
President Nguyen Van Thieu
have snagged the 3^-year-old
talks.

In return for accepting their
demands, the Communists had
said they would begin sending
home U.S. prisoners, agree to
a cease-fire and other political
issues.


