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AF Sergeant Helps
Break Up Drug R

PARIS (AP) -— A U.S. Air -
Force sergeant at NATO head-

guarters near Brussels set nar-.

eotxcs agents on a trall that led L

F rankfurt
Tightens
Security

FRANKFURT (AP) — Rifle-
toting- infantrymen and military
police went on.the alert Tues-
day night at Army._installations
in the wake of the bombing of
the Army’s headquarters com-
pound here last Thursday. . :

. M111tary sources said soldiers
and their famili€s -were warned

to stay’ -away’ from Army of- .

fices, the main Speeial, Services
hbrary and at least cne Army
operated movie theater in
Frankfurt - because of possible
boinb attacks.

- Threats Reported ,
- Army spokesmen could not be

reached for official comment on

threats. But Frankfurt  police
reported anonymous threats
Tuesday caused officials to
order evacuation of two the-
aters, a department store and a
bank as searches were made
downtown for bombs. None
were found, police said.

Security at the "Army in-
stallations and office “buildings
scattered around Frankfurt ap-
peared tighter Tuesday night
than at any time since the im-
mediate postwar years.

At the bomb-shattered Ter-
race Club here, where an Army

Lieutenant Colonel was killed in_

‘Thursday’s bombing, all ‘Ameri-
can officers wearing .uniforms
were still being required to
show identification cards to
gain entry.

Military sources said West
German Defense Minister Hel-
mut Schmidt made an unan-
nounced visit to the heddquar-

ters: compound Monday to
assess damages. The buildings -

are the property of the West
German government. and have
housed U.S. military. personnel
since the end of World War II.

| OW Editor
Reslgns

FRANKFURT (S&S) — The
Overseas Weekly underwent the
latest 'in a string of editorial
changes Friday when Eric Mes-

kauskas ‘quit as managing edi-".
tor after less than a year in-

“ office,

James. Morgan, formerly na-
tlonal editor, became ‘the new
managing edltor accordmg to

a statement released here Tues- "

day at the- paper’s. European
bureau,

The Overseas Weekly ‘shifted
‘its base of operations from Ger-
many to Oakland, Calif., in
August in a move to expand its
\U.S. coverage, Meskauskas was

appointed managing- ‘editor - in d

June..

“The' paper has had three -
managing  editors since it was -

-sold to an Oakland businessman
in April 1970,

No official reason was given
for Meskauskas’ resignation,

THE STARS AND STRIPES

to the seizure of 120 kilos — 264
pounds — of pure-heroin worth

sard Tuesday night.
- The .unnamed sergeant was
" ‘approached in Paris three .

months ago by French garage

- operator-Gilbert Ibarra, 35, who

asked the sergeant if he would

" smuggle heroin to. the: Umted

States, officials said.

The sergeant informed his su—
periors and an agent of the 7J.S.
Bureau of Narcotics, posing as
another sergeant, offered his
services because he “flew to
the U.S. more often.”

. Led to Arrests s
The contact led to the ‘drug

haul in Brussels and the arrest’
of Ibarra and another man in.

Paris, and five men - in- New
York — -an Amencan Philip
Veluca .34; two Frenchmen,

Richa‘rd' Bensadoun, 28, and Gil-

bert Bornstein, 40; a Cuban,

Jesus Heriquez, 35, and a Mex1—-.

-can, Enrique Barrera 39,

The pure herom when cut

diluted — many times by

pushers would be Worth about ‘

Drug ng

By MARY ANN REESE
London Bureau ‘Chief

LONDON (S&S) The anato-
my of an international drug

-ring operated through the

American mﬂltary postal

~ system (APO) and aided by im-

‘munity of official government
mail bazs emerged in British
criminal :ourts Tuesday: as the
trial of three U.S. "Air Force
sergeants started.

Sgts. Enoch Strawder; 22 and
Arthur Berry, 21, both statloned
at South Ruislip, and Bernard

- ‘neetion.”’ .

er of the ring.

‘The dlsgulsed bureau agent_
“told Ibarra he ‘éould take a con-
- signment to Washington on ‘a .-
NATO flight leaving Brussels ' ;
‘last Sunday. Ibarra and Fred-

Wednesduy, May 17, 1972

$30 mxlllon on: sale m the streets
. of New York. 2
about 30 mllhon and arrests in - -
‘Paris :and New York, ofﬁclals_.

‘It was- - the. thlrd

forts “to “hit the’ drug trade

through the “French Con-
The actual = heroin..
seizure -was made last weekend’
by Belgian police on informa:

tion from the Bureau of Narcot-

ics and their French colleagues. - ' y
French narcoties squad detec- '

tives put Ibarra under constant

watch, and he led them to

Chrlstlan Frederick, 34, a

“known.-eriminat; arrested in the

case and alleged to be: the lea

erick went to Brussels and met
the agent, taking him by hired
car to a suburban villa, where
they allegedly gave him five
suitcases containing 240 packets
of 500 grams of pure heroin.

largest -
seizure in Europe-this year and:
another spectacular success of -
mcreased Franco-Amencan of-

PROTEST—-A policeman holds a woman demonstrator who was
arrested during antiwar protésts at Princeton Universily in
New Jersey. The arrests brought to 190 the number of those
taken into custody on the Princeton campus since nationwide

protests began last week.

—Associated Press Photo

Detalls Emerge at 3 Sgts.’ Trlal

' possessmg 952 grams of can-

nabis.

" The three pleaded not guilty
to the remaining charges, in-
cluding -one’ against just Berry

and Brown for possession of 301
grams ‘of prepared opium and-
against: all three for possession .
~of 8,365 Mandrax tablets.

"~ A 12-foot table at the head of -
the courtroom was requlred to-

hold the prosecution’s 40 exhib-

its, including two large card- -

board boxes, each stuffed with

25 pounds of. cannabis, scales,

1n]ect10n needles and other

W. Brown, 22, Alconbury, are ..

- on trial for six counts including -

conspiracy to buy drugs in

. Thailand and sell them in Brit-
ain and the United States. Other -
_counts - involve - possession of

cannabis, opium, and other-dan-
gerous . drugs Conviction could
carry seven- to 14-year prison
-sentences. -

Pleaded Guilty

Berry and Strawder were for-
mer members of the USAF Lon-
don Rockets ‘basketball team.

- Berry was ‘a  top -seorer in the

Western Basketball Division be-

fore the arrest ended his game.

Berry pleaded guilty to

possession of 50 pounds . of-
while Brown - and

cannabis,
Strawder said - they ‘were  in-
nocent. Berry and Brown both :
pleaded gullty to a’ charge of

Out Halt

HEIDELBERG (Army) —
Some 225 soldiers who have
early releases to join the Na-
tional Guard and Army Reserve
and those who have early outs
of more than 90 days also are
affected by the Defense Depart-
ment suspension awnnounced
Tuesday . if - their .adjusted- re-
lease date is in the May 18 to
June 20 period.

USAREUR Hq‘ said soldlers
who had been approved for
early release to NG and USAR

" units with early-out dates in the

‘May 18 to June 30 _period will be
extended the mlmmum 90 days

MUNICH (S ecxal

‘sale that runs through June

- - stores: . .
The sale, which: began Monday, -will feature household '
.} Boods such as irons, ‘clocks, toasters, m1xers, dmnerware

: . and.other specially markeq ‘items..

EES said the birthday sale will be acco g
-beginning of ‘a ‘‘raincheck” program .in whic
out of stock will be sold to a raincheck holder at the sale
price. when the stock is replemshed. : :

_EES Holdmg Sale
For AF Blrthday

' ~ The European Exchange Serv1ce '
- (EES) is observing he Air Force s-25th anniversary ‘with a

at all shoppmg centers and

anied by the
a: sale item

“will'be éanceled. However, they -
- will 'retain any Reserve obhga-
tion they have.

PR SN

paraphernaha the prosecutlon
alleges shows consplracy to sell

. drugs, -

-The: most dammng evidence
for the conspiracy charge, the
prosecution said, is contamed in’

-a-dozen letters found in homes

of the.three at the time of their

s,arrest Tast Dec. 2. The defense

tried  unsuccessfully to have

U.them declared inadmissible.”

The letters come from at
Ieast four friends of the three,

‘with. postmarks in Thailand;

Tamaica, N.Y.; Miami, Fla,,
and Monroe La They outlme

but will be given the optlon of
remaining assigned- to the . NG

- or USAR unit or remaining on

active duty until their original
ETS date.

If they accept the latter, offi-
cials said their assignment to a
specific NG or Reserve unit

The suspension oi the early-
out program will be discussed
on ‘AFN Wédnesday night by
Brig. Gen. Sidney Gritz, USAR-
EUR " adjutant general. Gritz
will appear at 6:45 p.m. on the -
“On the Scene” show. ~

Ofﬁclals ‘said - that - soldlers

“who "previously applied “for an"

early out ‘of more than 90 days ’
under«the ‘‘six' months: employ- .

-'ment: release program of - last
~September -also: are . affected

The.. sm-month program 1s

“canceled.
If 'such a soldler s early-r,e-\ g

lease date is within the period :

‘mentioned - above, he has lost

his six-month early out, but he .

‘may reapply for a 90-day early
- reledse for employment or -
- school under AR 635-200, Offl-
- clals said. -

In another group, 250 “‘retire- -

ment eligible personnel’’ in US-
AREUR scheduled for man-
datory early release by June 30"

may, if their retirement appli-_.?

‘here, i8 being transfefre

elaborate plans to fly to- Thai-
land and buy cannabis to be
mailed in official government
mailbags through the APO
directly to London,

From the : letters mdlcated

- the bulk of some 200 pounds of

cannabis. was to be forwarded
t&)rt(l;e U.S. — again through the

The defendants handcuffed
on their way to and from the
Royal Courts of Justice on-the
Strand in downtown London,
have been in prison since their
arrest nearly six months ago.

Affects N G Reserve

catlon was earlier submitted or
has already been approved,

- request their application be
‘'withdrawn so they can serve

until their normal ETS

| Gen. Hayes to Be

J 4 Deputy Chlef

AtEUCOM Hq

WASI-IINGTON (S&S)—
Brig. Gen:: William' R.:Hayes,
presently assistant for:logistics
plannmg on-the Air Ferce: staff

EUCOM. next month;:t
Force announced.

- Hayes will become deputy di-
rector for J4. He ..replaces

. Brig. Gen. Donald A..Gaylord,
. who will take command of the

Pacific exchange system
Honolulu:

A ‘previous announcement
.said Hayes would’ succeed

~ Brig. Gen, Brian S. Gunderson,'
" USAFE chlef of - staff since

July 1969.
Gunderson has been nanmd

" Air. Force chief of “history in

Washmgton, D.C., . effective

~ June 30, -to replace Maj, Gen.

Robert N. Ginsburgh, who be-
comes Air Force director of in- ,
formation, ‘

The new USAFE chief of
staft has not beean anncunced., °




