Terrorist group claims
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assassination attempt

BONN (TIPI) — West Germany's self-styled Red Army Fac-
lion claimed responsibility Sunday f{or the attempted
assassination of a leading opposition Christlan Democratic
parly official, police sard.

A police spokesman sald an anonymous caller, [dentifving
himsell a5 2 member of a Red Army Faction group, told the
West German news ageney DPA that “we assume respon-
sihility' for the shonting.

O)f the Red Army Faction group, which ariginally numbered
anhout 40 persons, police arrested more than 20 since the
stimmer of 1972, Police sources said it was difficult to es
timate the organization’s present membership but one said it
“eould be maore than 100 persons.”

A voung man fired three shols Saturday night al Walter
[eisler Kiep, 48, member of parliament and treasurer of the
Christian Demncrats, but missed him. Kiep is a direct descen
dant of Jacoh Leisler. a prominent figure in the colonial New
York.

Police sald a young man approached Kiep when he lefl a
sauna near his home outside Frankfurt. When Kiep retreated

into the sauna, slammed the daor and threw himself nr
floar. the man fired three shots through the clased doo

The assassin fled the scene after firing the shots with a |
caliber pistol.

Kirp has toured the United States many times to explal
party’s policies. His ancestor, Jacob Leisler led an insur
Hinn against the forees of James [ In eolomal New Yor
1689 and ran the colony for two years Returning Br
forces loval to William and Mary. persuaded that he w
traitor. hanged him. He was exonerated later and his prop
restored Un his family.

Several ol Kiep's close relatives were killed by the N
during World War 1.

Police said that hecause of driving rain and darkness al
time of the attempted assassination Saturday, Kiep had |
unable to provide investigators with detailed descriptio
the gunman.

The attack followed the killing of West Berlin's chief jur
Giuenter von Drenkmann by a gang of gunmen in his hon
Charlottenburg Nov 10.



