Campus
Struggle
Forming

RONN, Germany (AP — A
political strugele i shaping up
in univérsities between a Marx-
ist stndent organization and
more convéntional student asso-
cialions,

The new group, called the
Spartacus Marxist Students Un-
jon, has close ties o tha Com-
munist Parly.

It has moved inlo a8 varuum
left by disintegration of the So-
cialist German Students Union
or SDS.

Unhke SDS., which operated
oulside existing university in-
stilutinng, Spartacus has sel oul |
{o infutrate them. It is named
after a 1917 revolutionary or-
ganization sel vwp by Commir
nist leaders Karl Liebknecht
and Rosa Luxemburg.

The group was founded lasl
May. With less than 1,500 mem-
bers. it has gained control of
siudent councils at leading uni-|
versiues largely because ol
pood organizalion and dis-

ciphne.
It is facing ils first challenge

ai Bonn University which

called a convenlion fo amend
its laws govermng Gtudend
groups.

Spartacus disrupled {wo als
{empts to hold the public meel-
ing. The university adminis-
tration has decided to“hold the
session behind closed doors, if
necessary under police prolec-
tion.

The Christian Democratic
Student Association complained
of “methods which the Nazis
used to come to power in 1933."

The old SDS lost support
when studenis tired of streel
and campus violence. The vio-
lence reached its climax in 1968
following an attempt to kill ils
most prominent leader, Rudi
Dutschke, in West Berlin. Lef{-
ist students across West Ger
many vented their anger bY
throwing rocks and settng fire
{o trucks and buildings belong-
ing to the Springer newspaper
chain, which they blamed for
inspiring the assassination.

One extremeist group, calling
itself *Red Army Faction,” re-
mains underground. It is known
to police as the Baader-Mein-
holf gang and has turned to
criminal acts such as bank
holdups. The gang gis its name
from Andreas Baader, who
iried to set a department store
on fire, and Ulrike Meinhoff, a
former journalist. The gang has
eluded police for more than two
years.

Spartacus has built up sup-
port among Marxst students
willing to support the newly
constituted Communist party,
formed in 1968. It was per
mitted to function legally after
it gave up as an aim the violent
overthrow of the government,

By May, Spartacus rounded
up enough support to become a
national orgamzation, Its dis-
ciplined cadres slick closely to
the line of the Communist Par-
ty., which in turn takes ils im-
pulses from Moscow and East
Berhn.

Chancellor Willy Brandl's
government has not shown any
official concern. Officials re-
pard Spartacus and the Com-
munist Party alike. They say it
makes no sense to ban Commu-
nists since they would only go
underground. So far the party
has failed to attract any signifi-
cant voter support.

The Christian Democratic op-
position does not share this
view. Juergen Echternach,
leader of ils youth organization,
contends Sparlacus is more
dangerous than the rock-throw-
ingér fire-setting students of
1968.




