THE STARS AND STRIPES

Sunday, March 14, 4,

Page 4

Moscow Reportedly May Push Hanoi
To Accept US. Secret-Talks Offer

TARIS (UPI) — Reports from
Moscow raised hopes of greater
Russian pressure on the North
Vietnamese to acceept the Amer-
ican offer of sccret talks aboul
a peace setilement, an allied con-
ference source said Saturday.

The reports of a Chincse ban
on Soviet shipments of supplies
and arms to North Vielnam in-
dicated a possibility of increased
Soviet pressure on Ianoi to take!
a more conciliatory attilude in.
the deadlocked peace negotia- |
tions, said the source. l

“The Russians have a dual

reason for the pressure,” _said
the source. “First, if the Chinese
continue to block the arms ship-
ments virtually the only dellvery
route left open is around the
Cape of Good Hope. _

“Second, the Chinese action
might force the North Viet-
namese to rely more on China
for arms shipments. In the cur-
rent state of Sino-Soviet rela-
tions this woud not suit the
Russiang at all.”

North Vietnam has not taken
sides in the dispute between
Russia and China that came to

OFF TO HUNGARY — Russian Premlier Alexei Kosygin and
Communist party Chairman Leonid Brezhnev prepare to board a

train in Moscow for a meeting in
chiefs and foreign and defense
Warsaw pact mililary alliance,

Budapest of the premiers, party
ministers of the natious of the
—~AP Photo
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Art Buyer Begs

ACAPULCO, Mexico (UPI) —
An Acapulco art collector has
offered to pay the city *‘what-
ever price they ask" for the
wall and door of surrealist paint-
er Sofia Bassi's cell at the muni-
cipal jail,

Mrs, Bassi, who was convicted
of the Jan. 3, 1968, killing of her
son-in-law, ltalian Count Cesare
D’Acquarone, at their viila,
teamed with Mexican artists
Jose Cuevas and Alberto Girg-
nella to paint the wall and door
with a mural called “Justice,
Punishment and Calumny.”’ Mrs.
Bassi, who pleaded innocent,
painted the *‘calumny™ portion.

When the work was unveiled
Thursday, Jose Maria Tasende,
owner of one of Acapuclo’s big-
gest art galleries, jumped with
Joy, calling it a masterpiece.

a Cell,

any price they say. It doesn't
matter,” he declared.

The mural was painted on
stucco, which had been smoothed
and sanded hy other prisoners.
Mrs. Bassi, considered one of
Mexico's better surrealist paint-
ers, said it was her best contri-
bution to Mexico,

Throughout a long trial, the
60-year-old Mrs, Bassi main-
tained her innocence, The glam-
orous, green-eyved grandmother
is still waiting to be sentenced
in the death of D'Acquarone,
who fell into the family’s swim-
ming pool after being shet five
times at close range.

There was some question about
whether it would be legal to sell
the wall and door, which have
been turned into a work of art
and therefore become a national

a head with the border incident
of March 2 In which, according
to the Russians, 31 Soviet sol-
diers were killed.

With the way through China
blocked, Russian ships would
have to take the coslly route
around South Africa and run the
gauntlet of American observa-
tion ships stationed in the Tonkin
Gulf.

Russia supplies North Vietnum
with almost all its heavier arma-
ment from machine guns up, The
Chinese provide only small arms
and grenades,

It was speculated that the
question might be raised at the
Warsaw Pact conference in
Budapest. East European sources
in Moscow said the parley,
scheduled to open Monday, was
called to discuss the Sino-Soviet
situation,

Meanwhile, French sources
close to the ace talks here
said President Nixon, in his news
confercnce KFriday, had pre-
sented the Communists with an
opportunity to reduce their offen-
sive without losing face,

The President said there would
be no further warnings on U.S.
action, He said he thought the
conflict would be settled in the
private talks American negotia-
tors called for last wecek,

Snow Stops
In Germany

HAMBURG (AP) - It stopped
snowing in northern Germany
Saturday but drifts up to 10 feet
high from Friday's storm block-
ed roads and isolated villages in
Schleswig-Holstein,

Ice and sleet covered roads in
Lower Saxony, where tempera-
tures hovered around freezing
and made driving hazardous.
Snow and ice on the roads slowed
traffic into East Germany and
cars were moving siowly through
the Helmstedt checkpoint,

Schieswig-Holstein, the narrow
strip of West Germany that bor-
ders Denmark, bore the brunt of
the howling wind and snow
Thursday night and Friday.
Authorities said many cars were
abandoned and more than 100
farms and homes stil were
isolated by the deep snowdrifts.

Flood tides broke a dike at
Maasholm on the east coast over-
night, but It was repaired with
sandbags. Several ships took
shelter in the port at Helgoland
to wait for the seas to ca

Ferry servicez belween Putt-
garden and the Danish island of

“I'm ready to pay 100,000 pesos
(38,000), 200,000 pesos or more—

property. Besides, the cell is stitl
gecupled,

Lollaod remained interrupted by

the storm.
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® Saigon Buddhist Leader Senteeej

SAIGON (UPD)—A South Viet m 8 #ald they foung «

e
armelaaLa Lo i+ Mo e

namese military court Saturday ments, dese

night sentenced Buddhist leader| and rebeis”’ in the bufiding

Tl%ich Thien Minh to 10 years| Minh has been » crito o

hard labor for harboring weap-| South Vietnamese re

ons, illegal documents and army | has compared President N

deserters. o former H&
The court handed down Lhe _ Diem for hig vy

sentence after delibernting five| pressiont of the Buddhist

hours. Minh, a Buddhist monk _
who operated the Buddhist Youth

Center in Saigon, was arrested] tional charges of
Feb. 23 at the center. “'rebels and outlaws.”

® Bubbly Too Dear for Frenchmen

EPERN'?&;' France (lii!’ --“
for Frenc egrowers i RATRCRn ‘
two expensive. Foreigners, however, lod by the British, :

reasing amounts of babbly, the Chamse

Minh will be tricd by

to consume |Inc

Producers Assoclation announced,
The assoclation sald domestic

blamed on sales tax increases — whi ;
Britain remained France's est customer for champage |

taking 6,872,711 bottles, some ,000 more than In 1sg],

United Siates was the second-hest castomer, buylng 1300%

bottles, up some 300,000,

® Dutschke Assailant Gets 7 Years

BERLIN (UPI) — Joset Bach-
mann, whose shooting of leftist
student leader Rudi (Red Rudi)
Dutschke touched off nationwide
riotg iast Easter, was scentenced
{o seven years hard labor on
Friday.

A West Berlin court found the
24-year-old Bachmann guilty of
attempted murder in the April
11 pistol attack on Dutschke, 28-
year-old ideol -orator of the
ultra-left Socla German Sty
dents Federation (SDS). conforn

Bachmann was trapped by po-lthe shooting.

® Bavarian Salute to Aétronu uts

MUNICH (UPI) — The Bavarian state mint is mloting gl
and silver medals in remembrance of the successful test o
Apollo ¥'s lunar lander, It was aznownced Sstlurday.

A mint spokesman sald the medaly shew partralis of astronak
James A. McDiviit, David R. Beolt and 3n I,. Schweickst
on the front and the Apollo § spacocralt and its lunar lude
on the reverse, RS

® AFL-CIO Asked to Reconsider

BRUSSELS (UPI)~The Inter.
national Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU) has ap-
pealed to the American APL-
CIO to reconsider its Feb. 20 de-
cision to withdraw
tederation.
sl A Soprd e

arm ar s va
board had decided not to enter
into & public argument wiil]to. about $380,000 out of &
AFL-CIO President George Mea- | §3 million budget.

® Cardinal Most PQPular Austrian

| 8 dropped 12.5 per
eXports rose § wc:u

lice tin the cellaj of nn
ment bullding under constrosty
minutes later and wounded i)
gun battle,

SDE-led mobs stormed inty ik
streets. ‘of West Berlin andy
score of West German citig}
protest. t the attack,

The SDS turned the fury ¢
demomstrators against the new

ipers of press magnate Aul
ringe: 'm they sald cresidl
a climate of hate against

conformists’ that encour;_

ny on the reasons he gave lu
this withdrawal,

- Meany recently said loo max
European ICFTU nmrtn‘lbérs had
{ oag contacts with Comme
from the con- nokotc antgations which he sul
‘ could not be considered trad

Buitar said the AFLCIO with
Btﬂmm causc the

VIENNA (UPI) — Vienseso Cardinal Franz Koenlg was veiel
the most Austrian in o poil of 3,008 persons conducied ¥/
the Austrian Institule of WMM Herher! Y™

Korajan was voled second mest popalar.

Geneva Disarmament Talks Called

GENEVA (AP)—The 17-naticn
disarmament conference will re-
open here Tuesday after a seven-
month recess during which the
Russians invaded Czechoslovakia
and the United States elected a
new leader,

This will be the first Jong meet-
ing between Jeading U.S, and
Suviet officials since the inaugu-
ration of President Nixon, and
n is expected to be a useful
gauge for measuring East-West
relations.

The bigeest dissrmament Issue
is the proposed talks between the
United States and the Soviet
Union about limiting anti-missile
systems,

The invasion of Czechoslovakia
delayed the start of these nego-
tiations but an informed West-

ir}ternali_onai climate Is suffi-
clently improved for such taiks
to get under way ‘‘within a few
months.”

_Nixon's decision to ‘'‘substan-
tially moderate” America's pro-
posed missile shield and new
Communist Chinese activity on
the frontier with Russia could
help get things moving. Washing-
ton and Moscow helieve the Chi-
nese are capable of launching
long-range nuclear missiles.

Three major issues expeeted
to dominate the Geneva confer-
ence are:

~-An underground nuclear test
ban;

—A trealy to ban the manu-
facture and use of biclogical
and chemical weapons;

—A treaty to ban fixed nuclear

ern diplomatic source said the

or other armametity installations

on the sea bed,

Chances of a comprehensive
test ban treaty seem remole,
The Soviet Union elalms modern
detection methods are so efficient
that visiting inspectors are un-
necessary, They would alsg be

tential sples, the Russiang al-
ege.
inspection i still vital because
there Is no equipment sensitive
enough to distinguish between s
minor earth tremor and an un-
derground nuclear test,

Swedish compromise
for an international inspection
system could help break the ice,

Britaln is pus nf for an inter.
natlonal treaty which would out-
law Dblological and¢ chemical
weapons but the Initiasl Soviel
renction has been cool,

proposals

(i}
he United States sayg on-site!|

Gauge

The diplomatic source sald the

Good East-West

can ba expected.

gt;a bed t&eat is tttil:lb“t bet for{ m’uﬂdmmsﬁu?a:
ogress dur orthcoming } still feeling its way and !
sesaions which is cted to go h:l!l t would -m'“:x
on, after a short summer recess, | long and complicated logal 4
until the next U.N. General As- bofore @ draft sl
sembly meets in the fall, could be produced. conlo®

The sourco sald the Nixon ad-| At the mame time the COO
ministralon is keenly interested |ence s under more rreasuro o
I procuring such a treaty. The to come up with somé H
sed bas been largely ne-|positive before the Generd
flected 88 &4 means for promot. | et meets it

alomic wurfare, but potenti-{ one of the most importunt

ally it could provide the safest|slons of the treaty 10
and moat undetectable aite for|spread of puclear weapo
nuclear missiles. pbligation by ths nucleal

The source added that {to press o kmunediately
bofars to be oqually interssied, | new disarmament agroott
buttouowtugthaag ; t 1as med countries b
year on the freaty to hait th uﬂﬂd . glgned the Lred
Spread of nuclear weapons, ob-|be ex g an act of ¢
Servers here are generally|from the nuclear powess
agreed thal no Immedlate new|turn. :




